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Was a going on. with my Lamentation 

about the low Price of Sermons, and 

the thigh Price of Playz—When be- 
hold 1 met. with this agreeable Iaterrup- 
_ a Letter from a Friend of mine at 
Londen. 


Mr. REVIEW, 

We think, that in common Fuſtice you 

ought 30 give 4 publick Notice, when 
Men reform, as when os grow ſcandalous 
and ſuppoſſng you willing to do ſo, we adver- 
tiſe you, that as you juſtly reproved the Gen- 
tlemen of 1be Vniverſſey of Oxford laſt rear, 
for ———_ Permiſſuon and Encour agement 
t the Players to come down there, and cre# 
their Schools of Debauchery, band in band 
with the Schools of Philoſophy and Diviniy ; 
ſo whetber they fook trhe Hint from you, or 


ct 
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a fo 
£ 


. 
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Your Friends. 


There is more ia the Letter fieter for any 
Body elſe to print than my ſelf, and there- 
fore 1 omit it. 


Indeed, Gentlemen of Oxford, 1 ſhall a(- 
cribe nathing to the Review in this Mattes 4. 
if I did endeavour to make you bluſh at a 
thing ſo contrary to the very Nature of 
your Cooftitutioo, and the Defigns oroong 

worthy. 
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worthy Founders and Benefaftors, and you 
have bluſh'd at and reform'd it, "tis your 
Honour, and will always by me be acknow- 
ledg*d to your Advantage. 

What might not Oxford reform'd, and 
Oxford recover'd to Diſcipline do in the 
World ? And to ſpeak without Reſpel to 
Church or Diflenter, really, Gentlemen, 
there geeds no- Diftinftion here 3 The 
Church of England gives no more Licenſe 
to Vice by hec Conſtitution, than the ftrift- 
eft Diſſenter There is nbt the l-aft 
thing, in her Canon to encourage Players, 
o: prompt to Prophaneneſs , to connive ac 
Lewdnef, of encourage - prephaneing the 
Lord*s-Day. in ſhort, if th will do theſe 
things, You will be Diffenters from the 
Church, you wi!) be the plaineſt Non-Con- 
formifts, and make the deepeſt and moſt 
practical Schilm in the Church, 

The Church ia all her Eftabliſhment has 
rot one Article, that lo much as apens the 
Door to a remiſs Converſation, and 1 think 
my ſelf bound to teftific this agaiaft you 
in Behalf of the Church of EnzlMd, tho' 
in ſome things I cannot affent and conſent 
I know nothing in it, that tends to encou- 
rage Immoralities 4 all her Canon, all her 
Articles, all her Hoinilies, pay t0 go farther, 
all temporal Laws made in her Favour, 
tend to Reformation of Manners, and to 
Stritneſs of Life, toa Sober and Religious 
Converſation, and if you will but obey your 
Mother, the Church, yot ſhall merit no 
Matt's Cenſure, 

E beat Witneſs againſt ous that when 
you ſwear, 2nd are lewd, when drunken 
and debauch'd, when you encourage Vice 
and Immowlities, by Phay-Houfes and ob- 
ſcene Repreſentations, you att againft your 
own Principles, as Church of England Men ; 
y-u fly in the Face of the Ecclefiaſtical 
Authority, as wellas Civil gz you inſult your 
Mother,-when yoo infult your Maker 3 you 
diſhonour the Church, when you diſhonuur 
GOD ; ana vou l-ave a Scandal not on the 
Church, for ſhe iaclear of your Crime, but 
of the Profeſhon you make to be related to 
h-r, or own'd hy her. 

When thereture, 0 Drunkard, thou driok- 
et a #Heidlth to th? Church, and ſweareft in 
thy Folly, that thou arc a Church of Zng- 


land Man, Thou left, and the Truth is not is 
Thee : The Church. of Exgland knows no 
ſuch Things, owns no fuch PraQtice, ſeeks 
no ſuch People, ſhe ſpues Thee out of her 
Mouth, and till by Repentance and Refor- 
mation thou reftoreft thy ſelf to her again, 
thou art no real Member of her, but a 
wretched Apoſtafe, that calleſt thy ſelf by 
her Name, but in Lite, Heart nnd PraQtice 
abhorrs her, and is abhorced by her. 

Nor are there greater Euemics to the 
Church of England in the World, than 
thoſe who ftanding within her Pale, and 
wearing her Livery, carry that black Mark 
of Hell in their Faces, that may ſignifie to 
all the Workd they are Citizens of Topher, 
and Fellow Den'izens with the Devil. 

*'Tis the Honour therefore of all thoſe, 
who profeſs themſelves Members of the 
Church of England, and it is the Debt they 
owe to the Church, that they ſhould, as ſhe 
does, proclaim Eternal War with Vice, and 
never league with Immoralities. "Tis a 
monftrybus Incongrulty in Religion, -*tis 
Nonſence iv the very Words, a ſewd Church 
of England Man | A drunken Church of 
England Man! a ſwearing Church of 
Eeglend Man ! Are Theſe Sons of the 

hugch # #e Sons of the D-vil ; the 

horch know chem not, and will deliver 
them up to Jovfiice, even from the Horus 
of the Altar. 

Take this, Genrl-men of Oxford, from a 
Man you have [mall Charity for ; if you have 
any Care of the Church, agy Lave tor her 
Honour, any Concern for her Profperity, 
any Regard to the too juſt Reproaches of 
her Enemi+*s, abhor what fhe :hhors, de- 
throne Vice, diſcourage Imracrolities, and 
eſpecially at the Univerlities, where her 
COR initiated, and where they have 
theit Erodi. i», where they ſuck in Prin- 
ciples, and where the firſt. Concotioa is 
formed ; Vice and [mmorality ſhould r ec 
come near your Gates. nor þ!2 able co ſhew 
th-ir H-ads in your Bounds; nay, in Caſe 
of Example, you ſhould ſhug even things 
lawti!, [Iritly {pcehing, to avoid the Ap- 
pearauce bf thefe E:il:, a4 thua ſo much 
as the Shad ww of wt is fo ſcandaluus to 
your Governmes*, 


Buc 


But it is not wy Province to inftrudt you, 
1 come now to do you Juftice, if it be true, 
that you have ſhut out the Players, and 
prohibiced their introduciog their laft Years 
Extravagancies among you; you have done 
like wiſe Men, like Chriftians, like Men 
quallify'd for Goyerpment of others, aad 
like Mer who think your Reputacion worth 
w_—_ Now, boneſt Mea ſhall 

ceely commit their Childrea tg yunr Care, 

and be no more in Pain for their Morals ; 
chey ſhall no more fetch away their Sons tor 
Fear ofthieir beiog ruin'd, or ia juſt Appre- 
henfions of their being debauch'd in their 
very Education, . 

It maft. neceflarily follow, that if. the 
Clergy were educaced in a. fteiat Vertue, 
and brought up ia an exz Diſcipliae, 
they would be naturally firit Diſcouragers 
of the Vices,and Abpminations of the Times 
ia the ſeveral Pariſhes, where they hall here- 
afrer b= placed « But how ſhould a Student 
given up toall Manner of Wi {s, be+ 
come a Teavher of, Vertye, or what Ef- 
feft can his Arguments Lane dichout his 
Example. 

1 will not!ſay, a Man may got help 6thers 
to Heaven, that never come there 
himſelf; or that he Me fy 91 

on” tde 
I 


$kilful Horſeman, _= the 

wrong Side, let other 
Y a 
he 


ſhut himſelf out ; but "tle rarfs 
Man ſhould ſhow me the Wip; w 
dees not know the Wey himſclf, _ 

I need yo more repent'the Neceffity of 
Vertne td 2 Reſgious Edutation; 1 dare 
ſay, all the Gentl:zmet of 0fÞHl{ «il. grant 
it 92——1 2m not ſpeaking of Vertpe, as 
a Religious AQ by which we are to be fayed, 
for Negatives will give fmuall Fel bat way, 
bat I am npon the Matter: cf Erudition, 
and I am periwated, that no'Men in Oxford 
wil! attempt to defend this Point, Ph, Ther 
s Playbouſe is neceſſiry im « Univerſuy, ' 

I offer my ſelf to diſpute with any Gen- 
tl-man in Oxford upon that Head, allow- 
ing me © explaia the Terms very brietiy, 
thit a Playhonſe be underflood, as thoſe 
lately at Oxford, and nowin London arc 
circamftanced, aod a Univerſity be under- 
| 0d 2 School of Literature, a Nurſery of 
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- Bout of Religion, the Joy ot good 


of Learning, and a Store-bcuſe of Diyines 
for the Charch as it ought to he. 

I ſhall notvdeny, that Repreſentations, 
AQings, and what may ſo be call'd Plays, 
may be aot only lawful, but expedicot in 
in the Exerciſes of a School—But this then 
is to be perform'd among themſelves, and 
is ſv upon publick Days in moſt Univerſities, 
and is under the. Regulations of the Mafters 
of the Houſes, and agrees not with my 
Term as explain'd, and much leſs with che 
Prattice of vur modern Comedians. 

But if icbe not neceflary in a Univerti- 
ty, much lets is it for the Honour aad 
Reputation of a Nurſery of che Charch— 
Of a Chucch which-in hes Conftitution is 
founded upon Vertue agd ihe Striftneſs of 
a Holy Lite—A Church char is back'd with 
innumerable Laws to dilcourage theſe very 
things 3 ro iatroduce vicious, lewd and ſcans 
dalous Vlays, Intecludes and Comedies 
there, is infeing the. very Milk, and by 
Coalſcquence pojleaing the Child. | 

Bat Oxford bas expelled them, and they 
are gone 4 ſa vaniſh all the Eacmics of So- 
briety and good Manpers out of this Iſland z 
and as the Example is begun, where the 
Fund of Chriſtian Vertue is exeted, I hope 
it ſhall in Time be follow'd by the general 
Canſent of the whole Nation, to —_—_ 

en, 
and che preventing a ſwift debauching our 
Pofterity, 
; And whether went the Players now from 
Oxfori—- To the Bath ſay ſome, tho' I do 
acknowlege.] am not certaia z but it puts 
me in Mind ota P , which 1 obſerv'd 
lately'ia ſome of our News-Papers, That 
ſowe People having reported abroad, that 
the Small-Pox was very frequent in the 
City of Bath, the Citizens thought it very 
neceflary for them to cicar the City of that 
Slander, and to teftifie that it was no ſuch 
thing, that the City was very healthy, and 
Chat It was a malicious. Report. The Rea- 
ſon is plain, had the City been haunted 
with chat infetious Dilcale, nag Body, that 
had not had the Small-Pox, would haye 
come near it, amt eſpecially thoſe that had 
Chitdre. | 


Now 


